
PROGRAMMING
GUIDE FOR  
PARISHES

W H A T  I S  I T ?  

 

H O W  C A N  I T  B E  U S E D   

I N  A   P A R I S H ?  

 

H O W  D O E S  T H E  S A I N T

J O H N ' S  B I B L E  T R A V E L ?  

 

W H O  D O  I  C O N T A C T ?



The Saint John’s Bible is a hand-written and hand-illuminated 

Bible encompassing seven volumes: Pentateuch, Historical 

Books, Wisdom Books, Psalms, Prophets, Gospels and Acts, and 

Letters and Revelation. St. John’s Abbey and University 

commissioned British calligrapher Donald Jackson to oversee 

the creation of The Saint John’s Bible, the first of its scale 

commissioned by a religious order in 500 years. 

 

The Diocese of Hamilton is home to a Heritage Edition of The 

Saint John’s Bible. It is a fine art reproduction of The Saint 

John’s Bible. 

 

The Heritage Edition reproduces all of the illuminations 

and text of the original, highlighted using real gold.

S O M E  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S
I S  Y O U R  P A R I S H  A C C E S S I B L E ?

The Bible is very heavy and the docents cannot navigate stairs.

W H E N  W O U L D  Y O U  L I K E  T H E  B I B L E  T O  V I S I T ?

We require two months notice to schedule a booking.

H O W  M A N Y  P A R I S H I O N E R S  D O  Y O U  H A V E ?

We can bring the Bible over multiple days to accommodate  

large events.

W H O  W I L L  B E  T H E  M A I N  C O N T A C T ?

A staff member from your parish should stay with the  

docent or facilitator.

W H A T  I S  I T ?



H O W  M I G H T  Y O U  U S E  I T ?

F O R  G R O U P S  I N  T H E  P A R I S H :  P A R I S H  M I N I S T E R S ,  

C W L ,  K  O F  C ,  Y O U T H  G R O U P S ,  B I B L E  S T U D Y  G R O U P S  

D I O C E S A N  F A C I L I T A T O R S  C A N  L E A D :

Guided prayer sessions with the Seeing the Word program.

Bible study and workshops.

Focused presentations about the Making and Mission of The Saint

John’s Bible.

Hands-on explorations of the art of calligraphy and illumination.  

F O R  W H O L E  P A R I S H  E V E N T S  

S H A R E  T H E  S A I N T  J O H N ' S  B I B L E :

With an open viewing.

At a celebration or festival.

During Mass– Proclaiming the readings from The Saint John’s Bible.

At a public talk on the Making and Mission of The Saint John’s

Bible. 

F I N D  Y O U R  
I N S P I R A T I O N  O N L I N E :

h a m i l t o n d i o c e s e . c o m / s t j o h n s b i b l e  

S e e  h o w  o t h e r  g r o u p s  h a v e  u s e d  

T h e  S a i n t  J o h n ' s  B i b l e ,  f i n d  a  l i s t i n g  o f  

u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s ,  o r  b o o k  t h e  B i b l e  

f o r  y o u r  o w n  e v e n t !



H O W  D O E S  T H E  S A I N T  
J O H N ' S  B I B L E  T R A V E L ?

The Bible always travels with a docent who is responsible for the 

care of the Bible and knowledgeable about its history and making. 

The docent is primarily responsible for the Bible, not the people who 

have been invited to see it.

W H O  W I L L  Y O U  
W O R K  W I T H ?

A facilitator can accompany the Bible and the docent, and work with 

you to plan the use of the Bible with your Parish. Facilitators from 

the Pastoral Offices at the Diocese of Hamilton can help you to plan 

programming related to Prayer, Spirituality, and Formation. Docents 

and facilitators from The Bishop Farrell Library and Archives can help 

you to plan programming related to the making and art of The Saint 

John’s Bible. 

W H O   T O  C O N T A C T ?
For more information contact Ms. Bridget Ker, 

Coordinator of The Saint John’s Bible at 

905-528-7988 ext. 2272 

or bker@hamiltondiocese.com. 

 

To book The Saint John’s Bible for your 

community event visit: 

hamiltondiocese.com/stjohnsbible


